SURVIVORS & VICTIMS

'70 Cougar Eliminator: “It’'s Rare and It's Fast”

Story and photos by Jerry
Heasley

Editar’s note: Longtime musclecar four-
nalist and photographer Jerry Heasley
has a knack for finding interesting and
highly unusual cars that have been
tucked away in barns, stashed in
garages, or sometimes just put out to
pasture, Rare Finds is a new, reqular fea-
ture for the magazine that will bring you
the results of Jerry’s prospecting.

ick Parker was shocked to his

toenails at the sight of the 70

Cougar Eliminator vou see here.

First, he was staring at one of
the rarest and maost elusive muscle pony-
cars ever built: a Mercury Cougar Elimina-
tor with a 428 Super Drag Pack Cobra
Jet, four-speed transmission, and 4.30
Detroit Locker rearend. And second, he
actually recalled this Grabber Orange
coupe from his high school days on Pow-
ell Avenue in Columbus, Ohio. The sight of
this car invoked pure nostalgia.

If you're mainly into Mustangs and
Fords, the Super Drag Pack nomenclature
might throw you for a loop. |t did for Rick
and it did for us. Rick, who owns Signa-
ture Auto Classics in Columbus, admitted,
“If somebody told me last week that car
was a Super Drag Pack, | would have said
there is no such thing.”

Apparently, Mercury used this term in
its Cougar line, As far as we know, Ford
did not use Super Drag Pack in the Mus
tang, Fairlane, or Torino literature,

Rick. still pumped up from his Rare
Find, told us the tale of the Cougar.

“In 1970, my brother Bill bought a
Grabber Orange 351 Cougar Eliminator
brand-new. A local guy in the same
neighborhood bought this Cougar. The in-
teresting thing about the car is the guy
lived on Powell Avenue where | went to
high school. | remember seeing this car
when | was 13 yearsold.”

Rick even recalled the original dealer,
Bill Swad Lincoln-Mercury on Broad
Streat, The original owner went into the
armed services and took his ride with him
to an Air Force base in Arkansas, Later,
the original owner brought the Cougar

MUSCLECAR REVIEW

WINT

back to Columbus after he got out of the
service. Rick might never have seen the
hot Cougar again if it weren't for friend
Jeff Hartzler,

*leff is a big Cougar guy, | guess is the
best way to say it. About eight or nine
years ago, he bought the car. He brought
it by my shop, and | said, ‘Holy @#%*, this
is the car | remember from when | was 13
years old. | know this car™

The Grabber Orange paint was faded,
the pinstripes peeling, and the bumpers
dulled by the years, But, it's funny how
cars have a certain character, and we
remember them like long-lost friends,

Jaff, being the Cougar person he was,
was just as excited. But like so many of
us, he didn't restore the hot Merc. The
Eliminatar sat in his Smithville, Ohio,
garage for almost a decade. Finally, he
offered the car to Rick, The odometer
showed 64,000 miles. When the deal
was done, Rick couldn’t believe he ended
up with the big, bad Cougar from his high
school days.

Assessing the Mercury's condition,
Rick came up with a Yogi Berra-like
statement: "l would classify it as in real
good poor condition.

“It's got some rust in the guarter-
panels, but not much. For being in Ohio
most of its life, it's not that bad, It's very,
very fixable, It's just dirty and ugly, Il
take it all apart and do the whole thing.”

The engine is a Q-code 428. In the Ford
line, this nonram-air 428 would be cata
loged as a Super Cobra Jet due to the
presence of the Drag Pack. Mercury went
with the term Super Drag Pack for.its
Cobra Jets with the Drag Pack option.
Therefore, this engine is, according to
Mercury literature, a 428 Super Drag Pack
Cobra Jet. That's a mouthful,

The original Cougar brochure states
Mercury's Orag Pack consisted of the De
troit Locker differential with 4.30 gears,
an engine oil cooler, and special heavy-
duty engine components. The Marti re-
port reveals a total of 215 Cougars built
in 1970 with the O-code 428 and four-
speed enging/transmission combination.
Unfortunately, there is no breakdown for
the 428 Super Drag Pack. Not all O-codes,
of course, were Super Drag Facks.

Rick said, “I've been told by some of
the Cougar people it's one of fewer than
20 built with the Super Drag Pack with
the 4.30 gear.” MOR




The Cougar's original Q-code 428 was
pulled out in the early '80s, and the car
sat with an empty engine bay for some
25 years. Rick has that original mill and
will eventually replant it in the Cougar.

=
The Cobra Jet in this Cougar's Super Drag
Pack was a nonram-air car, so the scoop
was there purely for looks.
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This ks the Cougar's original invoice. We -
don't know what’s more shocking, the = o
original 54,300 price tag, or the fact that g =
the dealer got a whopping $1.33 for
putting 4 gallons of gas into it!
g Ge
: ot
| 2Fia% &35 1 33
.r.._l.,.-.r-f;' % jo /ot r
Ghka 2
GUR AGN PUND
.ﬁ| o 13es a0 1 . F5AT Gh
g B [«
1igyl 2281 ual 2l 3 ¢
B
T ] i [/ a0
AL C ) b p— 5
e N IRCOBA L. s - o3
: CuMERC COMPA 173 1A
BlLL SWaD LIN Ap2za 0w 22 sei 0300
B30 W h';'-'"'; it 2w =
COLUMEY d f

F

HAVE A RARE
FIND?

i you have a Rare Find or know of cne,
please send an e-mal
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with your name, ad
dress; phone numbers, and a few facts
aboul the model yvear, car line, and epgine

pption to jerry@jerryheasiey.com
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Like the rest of

Cougar's interior is
dirty and worn but
largely complete.
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\ Cougar Eliminator

SALL T 118 BOAD Arany .

Here's what Rick Parker means when he
describes his rare cat as “real good poor
condition.” It's more dirty than rusty,
which is surprising considering the car
spent most of its life in Ohio.

Here's how Mercury
advertised the Eliminator
back in the good old days.
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